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publications mentioned throughout this patent application are hereby incorporated by 
reference herein. It is expressly not admitted, however, that any of the documents 
incorporated by reference herein teach or disclose the present invention. It is also 
expressly not admitted that any of the commercially available materials or products 
described herein teach or disclose the present invention. 



WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



15 



8819 



* r 1 . An absorbent article having an upper surface, a lower surface and a periphery, 
comprising: 

a topsheet having a bottom surface and a viewing surface positioned opposite to the 
bottom surface, the viewing surface facing upwardly towards the upp^r surface of the 
absorbent article; 

a backsheet having a garment facing surface and a user facing surface positioned 
oppositely to the garment facing surface, the backsheet bein^oined to the topsheet; 

an absorbent core having a top surface and a bottom surface positioned opposite to the 
top surface, the absorbent core being positioned betweexf the topsheet and the 
backsheet; and 

the absorbent article having at least two portions, /colored portion and a non-colored 
portion, the colored portion and the non-colored/portion being viewable from the 
viewing surface of the topsheet, the colored ppftion having at least two shades, a first 
shade and a second shade, the first shade bejfig positioned substantially within the 
second shade, the second shade being different from the first shade, the at least two 
shades operating to create a perception of depth within the absorbent article by a user 
looking upon the viewing surface of the topsheet. 

2. The absorbent article of Claim 1 v^erein the first shade of the color is darker than the 
second shade of the color. 

3. The absorbent article of Clain/ 1 wherein the color of the first shade and the second 
shade of the colored portioned the non-colored portion are measured by the Hunter 
Reflectance Meter test according to the colors' L, a, and b values, the L, a, and b 
values being measured fr6m the viewing surface of the topsheet inboard of the 
absorbent article's periphery. 



4. The absorbent articled of Claim 3 wherein the color differences between the colored 
portion and the no^-colored portion are measured at a first point, a second point, and a 
third point on th^viewing surface of the topsheet inboard of the periphery of the 
absorbent article, the first point being measured within the first shade, the second 
point being insured within the second shade, and the third point being measured 
within the non-colored portion of the absorbent article, the color differences being 
calculated i/sing the L, a, and b values by the formula AE= |YL* Y . - L* ) 2 + fa* - 
a\) 2 + (b^-b* Y ) 2 ]-. 

5. The absorbent article of Claim 4 wherein the difference in color between the first 
shade 7 and the second shade is at least 3.5. 
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The absorbent article of Claim 4 wherein the difference in color between the first 
shade and the non-colored portion is at least 6. 



7. The absorbent article of Claim 4 wherein the difference in color 
shade and the non-colored portion is at least 3.5. 



between the second 



8. The absorbent article of Claim 1 wherein the size of the colored portion ranges from 
about 5% to about 98% of the viewing surface of the topsheet. 

9. The absorbent article of Claim 1 wherein the first shade/f the colored portion is 
positioned substantially centrally in relation to the seotod shade of the colored 
portion. 



10. The absorbent article of Claim 1 wherein the 
between the topsheet and the absorbent core. 



cokfred portion is an insert positioned 



1 1. The absorbent article of Claim 1 wherein thfe colored portion forms a part of the 
topsheet. 

12. The absorbent article of Claim 1 whejfcin the colored portion forms a part of the 
absorbent core whereby the colored/portion is viewable from the viewing surface of 
the topsheet. 

13. The absorbent article of ClaWl wherein the colored portion is a multi-layered insert 
positioned beneath the topst 

14. The absorbent article of^laim 1 wherein the colored insert comprises at least a first 
layer and a second laypf wherein the first layer comprises one shade of the color and 
wherein the second kfyer comprises another shade of the color. 

15. The absorbent artfcle of Claim 1 wherein the topsheet comprises a formed film 
topsheet. 

16. The absorbent article of Claim 1 wherein the topsheet comprises a nonwoven. 

17. The absorbent article of Claim 1 wherein the topsheet comprises a formed film and a 
nonwjefven. 
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absorbent article having an upper surface an^a lower surface, comprising: 

a topsheet having a bottom surface and a vowing surface positioned opposite to the 
bottom surface, the viewing surface fariilg upwardly towards the upper surface of the 
absorbent article; 

a backsheet having a garment dking surface and a user facing surface positioned 
oppositely to the garment taping surface, the backsheet being joined to the topsheet; 
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an absorbent core having a top surface and a bottom surface positioned opposite to the 
top surface, the absorbent core being positioned between the topsheet and the 
backsheet; and 

the absorbent article having altered portion, the colored portion being viewable 
from the viewing surfacejafthe topsheet, the colored portion having at least two 
shades, a first shad^aifda second shade, the first shade being positioned substantially 
within the seporfdshade, the second shade being different from the first shade, the at 
least twp^Iiades operating to create a perception of depth within the absorbent article 
by a^er looking upon the viewing surface of the topsheet. 
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